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"PEOPLE: CALLED METHODISTS, 9c; 


DAR SIR, 


I Am obliged to you for ſending me the Pamphlet pub- 


liſhed by © the Clergy of a Diſtrict in the Dioceſe of 
cc Lincoln, convened for the purpoſe of conſidering the ſtate 
* of Religion in the ſeveral pariſhes in the ſaid Diſtrict,” 
I have carefully peruſed the Pamphlet, and, Judging the 
contents of it to be ſuch as merit attention, I now beg 
leave to lay before you ſome of the Remarks which I have 
made upon it. 


© It appears to me matter of thankfulneſs, that theſe Cler- 
gymen have taken pains to enquire into, and aſcertain the 


Facts, which they mention, (p. 6, and 7.) viz. * That not 
one third Part of the Inhabitants of their pariſhes attend 


divine Service, and not one ſixth Part of the Adults, the 
Communion; that ſick Perſons very ſeldom require the ſpiri- 


tual Aſſiſtance of their Miniſters ; that Parents and Maſters 
are very remiſs in enforcing the Attendance of Children and 


Servants on divine Worſhip, and on Catechetical Inſtruc- 


tion; that it is with Difficulty the Children are prevailed 


upon to attend, or Parents to ſend them to, Sunday Schools; 
and that there is almoſt a total Diſuſe,” (it ſhould rather 
have been faid Neglect; for when were they uſed in mon 
Pariſhes?) 00 of family Prayer, and reading the Scriptures.” 

| ET Theſe 
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Theſe, you know, dear Sir, are fome of the evils which 


we, who are called Metbodiſis, have been deploring for 
many years, and which we have been labouring to remedy, 
to the utmoſt of our Power, in all Parts of Great- 

Britain, Ireland, and America, as well as the Weſt-India 

| Iſlands ; for proof of which we appeal to the conſtant matter 

of our preaching, and the ſundry Books, chiefly written by 

Meſſrs. WrsLEY and FLETCHER, which are continually 


circulated among Ws; 


As to the cauſes which theſe. Gentlemen allen for this 
neglect of religious duties, every well-informed and well- = 
T diſpoſed perſon, I think, will readily allow, that five out of 
fix of them are but too juſtly named, viz. The circulation 
of profane, obſcene, and ſeditious writings the irregular 
management of Ale-houſes, many of which (they fay) are 
kept open on Sundays, and not unfrequently during the time 

of divine ſervice the cuſtom of ſhewing, cattle and ſheep, 
and removing them from paſture. to paſture, in which it 
. ſeems, on the Lord's-day, Farmers and Jobbers often em- 
ploy a great number of ſervants and labourers ;—wakes, 
feaſts, and dancings, (which they aſſure us begin in many pa- 
riſhes on the Lord's-day, on which alſo ſome fairs and annual 
markets are held, ) cock: fightings and petty races z the flack- 


neſs of church-wardens 1 in their attendance on public wor- 


ſhip, and in doing what their office regie of them to en- 5 
force the attendance of others. . 


1 rejoice, my dear Sir, that theſs Cldravinen have noticed | 1 
theſe great and ſpreading evils. You know that we have 
been bearing our feeble teſtimony againſt them! in town and 
country, in all parts of the Britiſh Empire, for theſe fifty or 
ſixty years, and frequently at the hazard of our lives. But 1 
would aſk, Are not ſome of the Clergymen | that attended 
this meeting, and have joined in the „Report, ” in the Com- 
miſſion of the peace ? Or have they not influence with thoſe 


who are in that commiſſion ? If ſo, why do they not put a 


ſtop to theſe proceedings f Why do they ſuffer ſuch flagrant 


_ breaches, 


T3) 


breaches, I will not ſay of the Law of God, but of the Law 


of the land, to paſs unpuniſhed? Theſe cauſes however, 5 
ſcem to be noticed only en paſſant, and in order the leſs 
abruptly to introduce the * xth cauſe, The increaſe of Metho- 
diſm. On this laſt cauſe theſe Clergymen greatly enlarge, 

and the deſtruction of it appears to have been the great deſc- 

deratum in all their proceedings, and the prime reaſon for 

Which their meeting was called. 


T hey have found o out, upon enquiry, that the nder of 
real Diſſenters is ſmall in their diſtriét, and by no means in- 
creaſing, occupying only ſeven or eight Meeting-Houſes; 
but that the people called Methodiſts, not generally, they ſay, 
profeſſing diſſent from the Church of England, have no fewer 
than © thirty eight.” As moſt of theſe belong to the people 
with whom you and I have had the happineſs to be connected 
for twenty-five or thirty years, viz. to the Societies late in 
connection with the Rev. John and Charles Weſley, deceaſed, 
you will judge with what propriety the increaſe of theſe ſo- 
cieties is mentioned as a tauſe of the neglect of religious 
duties! Lou know, my dear Sir, that the ſole reaſon Why 
places of worſhip are : erected among us,—preachers ſent forth, 
and Societies formed, is, that people may be led to practiſe 
f religious duties, to love Ged with all their hearts inwardly, 


and to fere ve him outwardly with all their Atrength. Nor do 


we, to our knowled; ge, admit any perſon into thefe Societies, 

or keep any perſon in them, who lives in the neglect of theſe : 
duties; and in proof of the truth of this obſervation, I ap- 
peal to the very Rules of our Societies, which in expreſs 
terms, require of all who join, or continue in theſe 
Societies, to evidence their deſire of fleeing from the wrath 
to come, iſt, By ſhunming all known fin, ſuch as profan- 
; ing the name and day of God, drunkenneſs, lewdneſs, diſ- 
honeſt practices, and ſuch ſins as theſe Gentlemen have 
named: 2, By doing good works to the utmoſt of their 


power, as giving bread to the hungry, and clothing to the 
naked:— 


2 


(6) 


naked:—And zaly, By attending all the ordinances of God, 


and uſing all the means of grace in private and public, 


Now, dear Sir, you know, this is a matter that is 


capable of evident, demonſtrative preof, all over the 


nation. The Rules of our Society may be had where 


ever we have a Chapel or Society, for one-penny, or for no- 


thing; and enquiry may be eaſily made, and full ſatisfaction 


obtained, whether they are adhered to; Whether any perſons 


are admitted into, or continued in Society, who habitually 
break them, None of theſe Clergymen, I ſuppoſe, ever ſaw 
theſe Rules; but when they have given themſelves the trou- 
ble to enquire for and peruſe them, then let them come for=" - 
ward and ſay, —That to keep theſe Rules, is fanaticiſm, and to 
neglect religious duties Hand that to preach them, is to preach 
fanaticiſm and the neglect of ſuch duties: Or, if they can- 
not do this, let them acknowledge, that what they are only 
beginning to do naw, we have been doing for theſe fifty years, 
VIZ. teſtifying againſt, and oppoſing all ped and vicious : 


5 practices, wherever we have come. 


There is ſomething very extraordinary indeed in this ! 
Z The increaſe of the Methodiſts is the caufe of the neglect of 
religious duties, and yet the Methodiſts are conſtantly incul- 
cating religious duties, and do not ſo much as receive into, 
or keep in their Societies, any perſon who lives in the neglect 

: of them |! But“ you draw people from the Church, and 


from the Sacrament at the Church.” Suppoſing this were 


true, (which, in general, it is not,) it would not follow that 
we made people neglect religious duties, unleſs it can be 


ſhewn, that religious duties muſt of neceflity be confined to 


the Church of England, and that God 3 wor ſhipped 
acceptably any where elſe. But, 1 faid, it is not true. 
Thouſands in all parts of the kingdom who 1 or never 5 
came within the Church walls till they heard us, but idly 


Joitered away the precious hours of the Lord's-day in their 


own houſes, or wickedly ſpent them | in ale-houſes, or in idle 


recreations 


"PF 


recreations or viſits, or in journies of pleaſure, or in much 


worldly buſineſs as theſe Clergymen mention, now, ſee the 
evil of ſuch practices, and have abandoned them; attend di- 
vine ſervice in the Church of England, once or twice every 

Lord's-day, and the Lord's-Supper whenever it is adminiſ- : 


tered j in the Church, which! in country places, it is to be de- 


plored, is not often. 


This indeed is in part acknowledged by theſe Gentlemen 
in their Pamphlet, (p. 9.) A part of the Methodiſts,” they 
ſay (for they have divided them into three parts,) * profeſs 
to be members of the Church of England, regularly at- 
« tend divine ſervice at Church, and partake of the holy ſa- 
*« crament ; but have places ſet apart for additional exerciſe 
"5 of devotion, at ſuch hours as do not interfere with the 

Church ſervice.” Such you know, dear Sir, are the Metho- 
diſts at Hull, York, Leeds, Bradford, Otley, Keighley, Thirſk, 5 

: Bridlington, Scarborough, Whitby, Sunderland, and through- _ 
out a great part of the kingdoms of England and Ireland, 

; Perhaps: not fewer than 2 t thouſand adult perſons united with 

us in cloſe connection, are of this deſcription ; and if thoſe 

who regularly attend our chapels on the evening of the Lord's 
day, but are not joined with us in Society, be taken into the 
number, it will not be leſs than three or four hundred 

| thouſand. Now of this deſcription of Methodiſts, theſe Rev. 

5 Gentlemen, ſay, (ibid. We have no complaint to make, 
nor do we in any reſpect conſider them as enemies to the 
« eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, much leſs as contributing to 

« the neglect or perverſion of religious worthip, but on the 

__ © contrary, have frequently found them uſeful and zealous 

e auxiliaries in reforming and reclaiming many habitual ſin- 

© ers, both by their admonitions and example; and we 


e ſincerely lament that, as the law now ſtands, perſons ſo 
. P 


« well meaning and reſpectable, ſhould either be, or con- 
© ceive themſelves to be, reduced to the neceſſity of par- 
taking in the prevarication common to all ſeparatiſts, who 


R ——— 


„ 
« do not really diſſent from us; but in order to entitle their 
„ meeting-houſes to the exemptions of the toleration act, 


call themſelves, at the time of regiſtering ſuch houſes, 


& Proteſtant ora contrary to their folemn declarations 
« at other times.“ on: 


But here 1 beg leave to obſerve, that before theſe 


Gentlemen had made this conceſſion, they ſhould have con- 


ſidered that the whole of theſe Methodiſts attend the Miniſtry 

of the Itinerant Preachers in our Connection, whom, if I 
do not miſtake them, they term “ a wandering tribe of 
« fanatical teachers, moſtly taken from the loweſt and moſt | 
g j[literate claſſes of Society.” How is this ? Is there not 
great inconſiſtency here? If they deny that theſe Metho- 


diſts with whom they find no fault, are inſtructed by theſe 


Itinerant Preachers, let them tell us who inftru@t them, 
and under whoſe care they are. Now why ſhould all theſe 


people, who, according to the confeſſion of theſe Clergy- 


men, fo regularly attend the Church and Sacrament, be 

driven from the Church, and compelled to declare them. 5 
ſelves Diſſenters, which, as I ſhall ſhew, by and by, would 
infallibly be the caſe, were the Legiſlature to take : the ſteps 


theſe Gentlemen recommend ? 


- But chair Reet ERS that ha 1 is a Cd Claſs of Me- | 
| thodiſts who rarely, if ever, attend the Church ſervice, In 


_ anſwer ro this, I would obſerve, firſt, That there are many 


_ congregations of Calviniſts in the kingdom, who were for- 
merly in connection with the late Rev. George Whitefield, 
and many who were in connection with the late Counteſs . 
Huntingdon, and all of them have long been accuſtomed 
to have the Lord's Supper among themſelves, and ſervice in 
Church hours. Again, about three years ago, a party who 
are avowed diſſenters, altho' termed Methodiſts, withdrew 


; themſelves from us, and have eſtabliſhed preaching, and ad- 
miniſtered the Lord's Supper in Church hours, in ſeverat 


towns 
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towns and villages in England. But with theſe deſorption 


under the care of the Rer. John Welley, have 1 no con- 
nection. 85 


Add to this, that in a few places, where the pariſhes are 
very extenſive, and the people live ſeveral miles diſtant from 
the Church, we preach in Church hours, We do the ſame 

in ſomeplaces where the Church Miniſters are notoriouſly 
_ wicked, or ſtrenuouſly inculcate doctrines which we judge 
to be of dangerous tendency, as the popiſh doctrine of Sal- 


vation by the merit of works, or the antinomian doctrine of 


abſolute, unconditional predeſtination without regard to 
works, or the doctrines of the Socinians and Deiſts, who 
deny the depravity of human nature, —the divinity and 
atonement of Chriſt, — the inſpiration of the Seriptures, —-and 
the influences of divine grace on the ſoul of man. And we da 
this alſo in a few large towns, as Birmingham, Sheffield, Man- = 
cheſter, and Liverpool, where the lower claſſes of people are 
very numerous, very ignorant, and very wicked; and where 


the Churches, and other places of worſhip, will by no 


means contain all the inhabitants; and where there are many 
thouſands who never have been accuſtomed togo to Church, 
having been brought up Diſſenters.“ But even in theſe. 
Places, we generally, either avoid adminiſtering the Lord's 
Supper altogether, or we adminiſter it on thoſe days, or at 
thoſe times of the day, in which it is not adminiſtered in 
= the Churches, in order that our people may attend the ad- : 
| miniſtration of it in n the eſtabliſhed Church. 5 N 


: 1 am hs to find, that theſe Clergymen nn : 
E. "hat this claſs of Methodiſts alſo, “ contains many perſons 
of pure intentions, and pious diſpoſitions, who,” —how- 7 
ever, they believe, —“ are not ſufficiently aware of the un- 


lawfulneſs and evil conſequences of their proccedings ;”— 


: that! is, of aſſembling together in the hours of ſervice in the 


* Vide the Author' s Letters to Dr. Tatham, page 64. 
B TE eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed Church. But when, among theſe evil conſe- 
quences, they mention as one,. —“ a ſubſtitution of uncom- 


* miſſioned, and for the moſt part, ignorant teachers, to 


that regular miniſtry, which Chriſt and his Apoſtles eſta- 
08 "liſhed, a beg leave to obſerve, 


F it, That thoſe teachers are not ſo ignorant as theſe Rev, 
Divines ſuppoſe: Many of them are well acquainted with 
the ancient Languages, with Natural Philoſophy, Hiſtory, 
Logic, Metaphyſics, and other branches of Literature; and 
they in general, underſtand well, what they are appointed 
to teach, viz. the bleſſed truths, precepts, and promiſes, of 
the everlaſting Goſpel, yea, and find them to be the power 
of God to their own ſalvation, from that ſtate of fin and 
miſery in which they were once involved. In conſequence 

of this, they can ſpeak from the heart, and fay to their 

| hearers,—** J/hat we have ſeen and heard, declare we unto 
« you, that ye alſo may have fellowſhip with us;”—and it 
would be well, if all thoſe who ras and . them, | 
could do the ſame. 


Seoctidly, If any man, ſtiled a miniſter, whether Church- 
man or Diſſenter, Papiſt or Proteſtant, be more ancommiſ- 
fioned than another to preach the Goſpel, it is he who is im- 
moral, or he who is ignorant of the truth as it is in Jeſus, 
Of the former, God ſays, Pſalm L. 16. Nhat haſt thou to do to 
declare my flatutes, or that thou ſhouldeſt take my covenant in thy 
_ mouth © and of the latter, —{f* the blind lead the blind, they 
Hall both fall into the ditch, 


3 Thirdly, If theſe Clad rada are of opinion, that the 
Clergy of the Church of England, as they now are, are the 
only regular Miniſters, or the very Miniſters whom Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles have appointed, I with that they would 
produce their authority for ſo thinking; for undoubtedly | 
my perſons. queſtion it, becauſe many of the Clergy, in 


| var ious 
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various parts of the kingdom, are openly wicked; and many, 
that are not ſo, inſtead of preaching the great doctrines of 
the Goſpel, of the Reformation, and* of our Church, do 
openly and continually contradict them, while others are 
immerſed in ſecular concerns, and are hunting after prefer- 
ment, or are in continual purſuit of amuſements and pleaſure. 
This is the great evil which ought to be remedied, Here 
we have the grand cauſe both of the increaſe of Methodiſm, 
and of the deſertion of the eſtabliſhed Church. No coercive 
laws will induce people to attend the Church, or ſtop the 


_ Progreſs of Methodiſm, until the Clergy themſelves know, 
experience, and preach the pure and genuine Goſpel of Jeſus 
boaſt, 5 "A ſheep hear my voice, and 1 know them, and they 


 follw ne; John x. 27. A ſtranger will they not follow, 


but will flee from him, Ver they FRO. not the voice of 


rangers,” | John *. 5. 


I am glad that theſe Gentlemen {ce this, and, it ſeems, 
are determined to reform themſelves both in doctrine and _ 
practice. Being convinced,“ ſay they, * that Judgment 


will begin at the houſe of God, if reformation do not, 


they are reſolved, (for themſelves at leaſt,) to uſe redoubled 
endeavours, and to be more and more inſtant in prayer for 
the divine blefiing on thoſe endeavours, that by the exem- 
plöKhsry purity of their lives, and the conformity of their doe- 
trines to the Goſpel of our bleſſed Redeemer, they may do 
what in them lies, to build up the Church of Chriſt upon 
the foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets. In particular, 


they are reſolved to recommend “ family worſhip,” (by, ex- 


ample I hope, as well as precept,) and“ frequently and . 


„ faithfully to explain“ to their reſpective congregations.— 


e the doctrines peculiar to the Chriſtian Faith.” They 


mean, undoubtedly, the doctrines which are ſet ee 
clearly and fully in the Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy of 


our Church, ſuch as, —the fall of man, and his redemption 
by the Life and Death of the Son of Gop; Repentance, 
with fruits worthy thereof, !9vards God, and faith in our 


"" 5 = Lord 
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Lord Feſus Chrift, working by love: Fuſtification by this 


and power over fin, with the doctrine of regeneraticn or 


Fenovation of mind and heart, productive of univerſal holi- 
" and all god works. 


1 hole my dear” Sir, that when theſe Clergymen ſee 


and feel the importance of theſe doctrines, and begin to 
preach them in good earneſt, they will no more complain of 
deſertion of public worſhip, or of the decreaſe of their con- 
gregations. Matter of fact, in numberleſs inſtances, ſhews 
this. Wherever theſe doctrines are clearly and powerfully _ 
| preached, by Miniſters of the eſtabliſhed Church, and en- 


forced by the pious lives of thoſe that preach them, the 


_ congregations are large and attentive, and much fruit ap- 
pears, For how eager ſoever the people may be to hear the 


Methodift preachers in their Chapels, they would prefer 


hearing the ſame truths in the eſtabliſhed Church, had they 
an opportunity of doing ſo. But if the Clergy preach re- 
pentance, while they themſelves remain impenitent; and if 
they preach faith, living faith in Chriſt, while they them- 
felves have only a dead faith; and if they preach Fuſtifica- 
tion by Faith, and a New Birth, while they themſelves are 
neither ju/tified, nor born again, no ſuch effects will follow, 


For, as in this caſe, they will not ſpeak from the heart, ſo 


their words will not reach the heart, nor affect their hearers ; 
nor will they be accompanied with the dine influence, 


without which no laſting good will, or can be done, 


But theſe Clergymen are reſolved alſo, upon other im- 


portant points. We will uſe all diligence,” ſay they, * to 
« the utmoſt of our ſkill and ability, in catechifing youth, in 
« inſtructing the ignorant, ſatisfying the doubtful, com- 
40 forting the afflicted, and giving our advice, whenever it 


„ ſhall be aſked.“ And they add, We will ſtudiouſly 


avoid all en of unbecoming levity in dreſs or 


os common 


Ky 2 
e 


48 
& common diſcourſe; Hand I hope alſo, all profaneneſs, in- 
temperance in meat and drink, love of pleaſure and amuſe- 


ments. They reſolve alſo to be—* very watchful in their 
ordinary miniſtration,” — and doubtleſs, at all other times, 
that they may not, in any reſpect, diſgrace the — charac- 


ter WHICH bend dear. 


24 have not the happineſs of knowing any of thefe Clergy- 
men. Probably you may know ſome of them. But charity 
obliges me to hope, that their conduct has already evidenced | 
the ſincerity of their reſolutions, and that their ſeveral 
pariſhes can, by this time, bear witneſs to that ſincerity, If 
ſo, I doubt not but bleſſed effects are already produced, and 
I fully expect, that within the ſhort ſpace of ſix months, 


they will all obtain the honour of being nick-named Metho- 


diſis. For I acknowledge, I do not know, nor have heard | 
of one ſingle Clergyman in England, who preaches theſe | 
doctrines, in an earneſt and faithful manner, and from the 
experience which he has of their influence on his own heart 


and conduct, who has not obtained that honour, 


But theſe Gentlemen inform us of a third Claſs of 
Methodiſts, 4+ Who attend and encourage a wandering 
e tribe of fanatical teachers, moſtly taken from the loweſt 
and moſt illiterate claſſes of Society, among whom 


« are to be found raving enthuſiaſts, pretending to divine 
«© impulſes, of various and extraordinary kinds, practiſing 


e exorciſms, and many other ſorts of impoſturesand deluſions, 
and obtaining thereby an unlimited ſway over the minds 
Jof the ignorant multitude.” I believe I know the Metho- 


diſts better than all theſe. Clergymen together, and I 
know of none ſuch. If by „a wandering tribe of fanatical 
teachers,“ they mean, as I obſerved before, the Itinerant 
preachers, late in connection with Meſirs. Weſley, they 
contradict themſelves ; for the firſt kind of Methodiſts whom 


they mention, and acknowledge to be regular members of 


the 
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the Church of England, and of whom they have no com- 
„ plaint to make, are entirely under the care of theſe 
Preachers. As to what they advance with reſpect to “ rav- 


Ling enthuſiaſts, pretending to divine impulſes of various 


„and extraordinary kinds, practiſing Exorciſms;” this can 


only be ſaid ad movendam invidiam, there being certainly no 
ground for it. Nor can I conceive what ſhould have given 


them an Idea of any ſuch Methodiſts, unleſs they do not be- 


| lieve with the Apoſtles, that Satan worketh in the children 


of ai diſobedience, and of courſe could not underſtand the mean- 
ing of thoſe Methodiſts, whom they may have heard pray, 


that men might be delivered from his power, and be enabled 
to reſiſt him, as St. Peter expreſſes it, /tedfa/t in the faith, 


If, however, theſe Gentlemen have really themſelves ſcen 


any diſorder or irregularity in the Meetings of the Metho- 
_ diſts in their neighbourhood, for little dependance can be 


| placed on common report, * eſpecially | concerning the 
Methodiſts, I do not pretend to juſtify ſuch proceedings, 


WM every thing in the worſhip of God particularly, ſhould be 
done decently and in order. But there certainly was an ap- 
parent irregularity, when, on the day of Pentecoſt, three 


thouſand being pricked in their hearts, ſaid to the Apoſtles, - 
Men and Brethren what ſhall we do? as well as in ſome of 


Fama malum quo non aliud velocius ullum : 
Mio bilitate viget, vireſque acquirit eundo : 
Parva metu primo; mox ſeſe attollit in auras, 
Ingrediturque ſolo, et caput inter nubila condit = 
Tam ficti, N tenax, quam nuncia vert. VIX GIL, 


4 Fame, the great ill, from ſmall 8 ſprings, 
| Swift from the firſt, and every moment brings. 
New vigour to her flights, new pinions to her wings: 


Soon grows the pigmy, to gigantic ſize; | 2 5 
Her feet on earth, her forehead in the ſkies, | 2. 
Things done relates,” not done {he fcigns, and mingles 5 


truth with lies, | : Dax DE N. 


the 
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the meetings held at Corinth, and in other places among the 


firſt Chriſtians, which St. * deſeribes, 1 Cor. xiv. 


24, 25. 


f Be this as it may, I know of no Methodiſts in our Socie- 
ties or congregations, who © pretend to exorciſms, and prac- 
« tife capricious forms and mogen of it, utterly inconſiſtent 
« with morality and decency,” that raſhly pronounce on 
„ the ſalvation and damnation of particular perſons,” — 
that have frequently denounced the reprobation, not only 
« of particular perſons and families, but of whole villages, 
and publicly execrated the Churches, as being nothing but 


« aheap of Rotes, and withed that an earthquake might over- 


4 turn them.“ And Jam the more confident, that theſe aſ- 
: ſertions are made on inſufficient evidence, from the utter ig- 
norance of the proceedings of the Methodiſts, which theſe 
Gentlemen manifeſt, when they ſay, p. 12, * Theſe miſrepre- 
ſentations and impoſtures have been chiefly propagated and - 
«© ſupported by means of thoſe more private aſſemblies, which 
are generally known by the name of Clafſed-Meetings, 
and at which thoſe perſons preſide who do not take upon 
«© themlelves the name of Teachers or Preachers but of Ex- 
c horters.“ You, my dear Sir, have attended theſe meetings | 
for many years, and I am perſuaded have never yet ſeen any 
thing like exorciſm | in any of them. I am ſure, indeed, that 
; you and many other of our reſpectable friends in this place, 
would have deſerted the Methodiſts long ago, had they been 
guilty of any ſuch folly and wickedneſs. Let me inform theſe 
Reverend Gentlemen, that not fewer than one hundred thou- 
| ſand perſons in Great-Britain and Ireland, regularly attend 
_ theſe Claſs-Meetings, and in America and the Weſt-India 
Iſlands, upwards of ſeventy thouſand more, and then let them 
Z ſay, whether it is probable that Exorciſns and the other abo- 


minations which they mention, are practiſed by one hundred 
82 ſeventy thouſand people: 


But 
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But when theſe Clergymen mention three kinds of Metho- 


diſts, they ſpeak as if theſe meetings were confined to the third 
and worſt kind. They are, however, groſsly miſtaken, for thoſe 


Methodiſts of the firſt kind, who, they acknowledge regularly 


attend the Church and Sacrament, and of whom they have 

1 CL no complaint to make,” in general attend Claſs- meetings 55 
I have juſt now viſited all the Claſs-meetings in 
Hull, and have ſpoken to near one thouſand people individu- 

ally, almoſt all of whom regularly attend Divine worſhip in 
the eſtabliſhed Church, as do the Methodiſt Societies in Yor#, 

| Leeds, Bradford, and moſt of the towns and villages of the 
nation, and I truſt, will ſtill do ſo, unleſs the Legiſlature | 

| ſhould think proper, by ſome new Act, which I hope will not 

be the caſe, to compel us to declare ourſelves Diſſenters, and 

to introduce ſervice in our Chapels univerſally, in Church % 

: hours, 


| Da as ihels 8 ſeem entirely Unscqusinted with | 
| wi is done in theſe Claſſed-Mectings, as they term them, 5 
I will give them ſome information on the ſubject. The 
; people who compoſe the Claſs, perhaps fifteen or twenty, Ds 
ſometimes thirty or forty in aumber, meet at a fixed 
hour, generally at ſeven or eight o'clock in an evening. | 
The perſon who preſides in the meeting, whom we term the 
Leader of the Claſs, is, contrary to what theſe Gentlemen 
ſuppoſe, frequently a Preacher, whom it would not always 
be loſs of time for the moſt learned of them to hear. The 
meeting begins with ſinging and prayer, and then the Lea 
der of the Claſs ſpeaks of the ſtate of his own mind, of his 
experience in divine things, of his deſires, hopes, fears, 
joys, ſorrows, temptations and deliverances, intentions and 
reſolutions, and afterwards enquires of thoſe preſent how 
their ſouls proſper, (to uſe St. John's language, which I 
hope theſe Gentlemen will not take upon them to cenſure,) 
and examines narrowly into the ſtate and character of all 
| preſent, For tho' theſe Clergymen, when met together 
for a ſacred purpoſe, did not judge it proper, as they tell 


egg 


en) 


us (p. 13.) to enter into any examination of each other's 
character, with us, as you know, dear Sir, the plan is en- 


tirely different. In our weekly Claſs-Meetings, at the 


quarterly viſitation of the Claſſes by the Itinerant Preachers, | 

and in our annual Conferences of the Preachers, and other 
meetings, it is a moſt ſacred point with us to know each 
other's character and conduct, that we may put from among 
us all that in any peg diſgrace their profeſſion. or walk 
Giforderly. 


5 But to > return to theſe Claſs-Meetings, in which, ac- 
cording to theſe Gentlemen, ſuch abominations are prae- 
tiſed. The next thing the Leader of the Claſs does, is to 
give ſuch advice as he judges moſt proper, or to adminiſter 
conſolation to each one preſent according to what he knows 
of his ſtate and character. The meeting, having continued 
about an hour, is concluded with ſinging and prayer. 
Now I beg leave to aſk, what harm there is in all this? What 
is there unreaſonable or unſcriptural in it? To what paſ- ; 
ſage of God's Word is it contrary ?. Is it in oppoſition to 
hint unto me, ye that fear God, and I will tell you what 
hie hath done for my foul ? Pſalm Ixvi. 16. or to this, — Ihen 
they that feared the Lord pale often one to another, and a bo 
of remembrance was written ? Mal. iii. 16,—=0r to this— Take 
_ beed, brethren, leſt there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, 
in departing from the living Ged ; but exhart one another daily, 
while it is called to-day, left any of you, &c.? Heb. iii. 12,—orthis, 
Looking diligently, left any man fail of the Grace of God, leſt any 
root of bitterneſs ſpringing up trouble you, and thereby many be 
defiled? Heb. xii. 15.—or this Exhorting one another, and ja 
255 the mares as 18 ſee the — approaching ? 5 Heb. x. 2 25. 


But theſe Gentlemen wiſh to have the privilege of en 5 

ing and ſeeing what is done in theſe meetings. They are 
perfectly welcome at any time or place, and if they pleaſe, 

they may alſo ſpeak their own experience in the Grace of 


66 


God among us, and tell us what God has done for their 
fouls ; or if they rather deſire it, the Leaders of the Claſſes 
will let them paſs, and neither examine nor ſay any thing to 
them, although if they be permitted to hear the characters 


of others examined, it would be but juſt that their clia- 


raters alſo ſhould come under ſcrutiny. One thing I 

would recommend to be done immediately, and that is, 
that the Methodiſt Preachers in that part of Lincolnſhire, 
| ſhould. preſent. each of theſe Clergymen with the RuLEs 
of our Society, and the PLAIN Account of the People 
called Methodiſts, given many years azo by the Rev. Mr. 
WESLEx, in a letter to the Rev. Mr. beanie; of Shore- _ 
ham in Kent, and afterwards publiſhed. When theſe 
Clergymen have peruſed theſe little 'Fractts, and have at- 
tended our meetings a few times, and gained a little better 
information concerning us, I hope they will be diſpoſed to 
call another meeting at the Bull, in Horncaſtle, to correct fome 
of the errors of the“ Report” of their 11 wen. 


I am the more encouraged to 4 this, becauſe in their 
enumeration of the cauſes, to which „the decay of chriſ. 
tian piety, and practical religion may be aſcribed,” they 
have had the ingenuouſneſs to declare their “humble con- 
** yiction, and unfeigned ſorrow, that the frailties, omiſſions, 
and imperfections of the beſt of them, have contributed in 
no inconſiderable proportion to leſſen the utility of our eſtab- 
«]iſhment.” ” In this declaration, I doubt not they are lincere, | 
and the fact is ſo notorious, that theſe aſſertions, I think, 5 
will be pretty generally believed. But in theſe Gentlemen, 

at leaſt, a great reformation may now undoubtedly be ſeen, - 
and if, as they ſuppoſed (p. 14.) might poſſibly be the caſe, 

| there be any ſtubborn or ſcandalous offender” among 
them, he will, no doubt, according to their recommendation, 
be by his ſuperiors, © caſt out of the Church which he 
«© afflicts and diſeraces.” For whatever theſe Rev. Divines 
may inſinuate to the contrary, ++ inſtances of groſs miſcon- 


duct, . 


tes 


F 


duct,“ do clearly demonftrate either, that thoſe who are 
guilty of them have apoſtatiſed from the faith of the Goſ- 
pel, or never were poſſeſſed of it, and that they are utterly 
unfit to teach it, and have no authority from Jeſus Chriſt 
or his Apoſtles ſo to do. This is a moſt important point, 
and had I not a few years ago, declared my ſentiments. 
5 fully upon it, in my Defence of the Methodiſts, in Letters to 
Dr. Latham, and in A farther Defence, in Letters to the Rev, 
Mr. Ruſſel, I ſhould have — it my — to have done ; 
"at: on a this e : | 


But I 5 wi theſe Clergymen, that however great 
need they may find of God's mercy to pardon their defects 
both in * doctrine and practice,” no perſon, however great 

may be his zeal for religion, is jultified in the indiſcriminate 
abuſe of the whole body of the Clergy on their account, or 
on the account of any other Clergymen who may not preach 

or adorn the Goſpel ; much leſs ſhould any one uncharitably 
miſconſtrue © actions perfectly innocent, by aggravating little 

* faults incident to the infirmity of human nature,” or pub- _ 
liſh with exultation, e inſtances of groſſer miſconduct, 


whether the proportion of ſuch inſtances be many or few, 


in perſons of the Clerical profeſſion, or maliciouſly aſcribe 

4 ſuch faults and miſconduct to the whole body.” 1 truſt, 
that neither the Methodiſts in Lincolnſhire, nor in other 
places, can, with truth, be accuſed of this, any more than of | 
ſetting © aſide the neceſſity of all the ordinary means of 
acquiring knowledge,” or of pretending to © the peculiar 
and miraculous operation of God's holy Spirit,” or of 
the practice of © exoyciſm,” People, who are acquainted with 
the Methodiſts, know the pains which are taken both by the 


Preachers and people, to improve themſelves in the know- 
ledge of the things of God, and that in the MinuTEs 


of all our Conferences, we conſtantly recommend reading | 


and ſtudy to all our Preachers, 
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As to the Remedies, which theſe Reverend Gentlemen point 


out for the evils they complain of, they are, in general, ſuch 
as cannot be found fault with; as, Firſt, the reformation 


of their own conduct in divers reſpects, which they ſpecify . 


ſome of which have already been noticed, Secondly, A 
continuation, and, if need be, an increaſe, of the vigilance 
of the Magiſtrates in the execution of the Laws, concern- 
ing alehouſes, gaming, profanation of the Lord's-Day, &c. 


"Thirdly, „The entire abolition, by proper and ſufficient 
« authority, of all Sunday feaſts, wakes, dancings, of fairs 
and markets, held or continued on the Lord's-day, and of 
a petty races and cock-fightings at all times, and a legiſlative 


* alteration of all ſuch fairs as are begun or ended within 


« twenty-four hours of the Lord's-day.” All this is un- 
doubtedly very proper. But when, added to this, they pre- 
ſume to recommend to the Legiſlature, ſome © explanations 
and amendments of the Tor ERRATIOV AcT,” they ſeem 
. to proceed beyond their province, and, at ſuch a time as the 
Preſent, to meddle with a critical and dangerous matter. So | 
far as the buſineſs concerns the Methodiſts, I beg leave to 
remark, that it would be an eaſy thing for the Legiſlature of 


this kingdom to amend or explain that a&, ſo as to lay the 


whole Body of Methodiſts and their hearers, not fewer in 
Great Britain and Ireland, than half a Million, under the 
gneceſſity of formally withdrawing from the eſtabliſhed 
Church, and declaring themſelves Diſſenters. It is true, the 

Methodiſts would not take this ſtep without great reluctance, 
but they would rather take ir a thouſand times, than be 

| deprived of thoſe privileges of edification, which they ave 


enjoyed in peace for aboye half a Century. 


It! is not difficult to Uifcorer what theſe S intend; 
by what they ſay concerning“ ſecuring the Church from 


« fraudulent intruſion and encroachment.” If the inhabi- 


tants of a pariſh be immerſed even in the groſſeſt ignorance 


and 


„ 
I 
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and vice. and if they give the moſt flagrant proofs, by pro- 3 


faneneſs and immorality, of living without God in the world, 


and being in the broad way to deſtruction; and if the Rector, 
or Vicar, or Curate, appointed by authority, as a ſpiritual 

7 Phy ſician, to cure their ſpiritual diſeaſes, be as much diſ- 
ordered as they, (which is too often the caſe,) the meaning 


of theſe Clergymen, in this part of their Pamphlet, ſeems to 
be, that no Methodiſt Preacher, nor Diſſenting Miniſter, nor 
any pious and intelligent Perfon, ſhould be permitted to ſhew 


any compaſſion to theſe ſouls thus periſhing for lack of know- 
ledge ; that no perſon whatever, fave their pariſh miniſter, 
(who is perhaps as little diſpoſed as he is prepared for ſuch an 
office,) or at leaſt a Miniſter of the eſtabliſhed Church, ſhould. 
be allowed to give them any warning, admonition, or advice, 
or to take any ſtep whatever to pluck them, as brands out of 
the burning; ; but prieſt and people muſt be ſuffered to ſleep 
on ſtill and take their reſt, unmoleſted. The reaſon is plain, 
becauſe, for any perſon to preſume to hold any meeting 
among them, for the purpoſe of calling them to repentance, 
would be a fraudulent intruſion and encroachment into ano- 


ther perſon's province, In other words, the infernal wolf 


has got poſſeſſion of all the ſheep, having taken advantage of 
the inſenſibility, careleſſneſs, or indolence of their appointed 
: Shepherd, and to attempt to reſcue any of them from his 
power, would be manifeſt roburrys So, I doubt not, Apol- 
hon thinks and ſays. : ” bs 


| As to our e ourſelves into pariſhes, the caſe is 
ſimply this. Where there is evident proof that the people 
are periſhing for lack of knowledge, we ſometimes endeavour 
to carry the Goſpel into ſuch places: But by no means ſo 
often as we ought, or even as we ſhould, if we were more 
_ ſenſible of the immenſe worth of thoſe ſouls for whom 
| Chriſt died. 


It 
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It is true, if, as theſe Gentlemen ſeem to ſuppoſe, we had 


nothing in view but to inculcate certain peculiar notions of 
our own, or matters of mere ſpeculation, which do not enter 
into the eſſence of Chriſtianity, or meant merely to form or 
Increaſe, a ſea, or party, we ſhould not be juſtified on any 
principles of religion or reaſon, in going into any pariſh, or 


in building one Chapel, or in preaching in any place what- 


ever. But if we only inculcate the truths and duties neceſ- 
ſary to be known and practiſed in order to ſalvation, and that 

_ chiefly upon thoſe, that in time paſt, neither knew nor Prac- 

tifed them; and if the end and manifeſt tendency of all our 

oy preaching and meetings, be only to turn ſinners from the evil 
of their ways, and make them godly, righteous, and ſober; 

good chriſtians, and good ſubjects; then, I apprehend, it will 

de ealy to juſtify our proceedings to any man who be- 
lieves the Bible, and is perſuaded that there is a life 

after this, 2 life that is of infinite, becauſe of everlaſting 
importance. Now, on this point, we reſt the buſineſs, and 
on this ground, we are ready to meet theſe Reyd. Gentle- | 

—— or any deſcription of people in the Nation. 


But it 8 bs objedted by fome, that the . of 
Juſtification by faith, and of a new birth, which we are in 7, 
the habit of preaching frequently, lead to the neglect of good 

works, and render people uſeleſs members of Society. In 
anſwer to this, I with to obſerve two things, Firſt, We 
do indeed preach Juſtification by faith, becauſe we find that 
doctrine declared clearly in the holy Scriptures, and in the 
Articles and Homulies of our Church. But by what kind of 
faith do we teach that men are juſtified ? only by a faith that 
dor leth, * or is productive of good works, yea, of all in- 

ward and. outward holineſs, being perſuaded with St. James, 

that faith can only be evidenced by our works, and that 
faith without works is dead. And we do indeed teach with 


our Lord, that men muſt be converted and born again, or they 


cannot fe the kingdom of God ;—and with St. Paul, that in 
* Cal. „ 


ty 


Chrift Jeſus nothing availeth but a new Creature, or a new 


Creation; and that if any man be in Chriſt, he is a new Crea- 


ture; yea, and that old things are paſſed away, and all things 


become new. But what ſort of a new birth, or new crea- 


tion, is this which we preach? It is no other than that 
which the Apoſtle deſcribes, Eph. ii. 10, where he ſays, Ve 
are his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, 
which God hath yy ordained cs we — pan in them, 5 


The ſecond thing, which 1 have to oblirve is that A can 
: appeal to matter of i tact, on this point. Are the people con- 
nected with us, in Great Britain and Ireland, leſs diligent in 
the practice of good works than others? I truſt not. I truſt | 
they are more active, according to the ability that God hath 
given them. It is true, they are of opinion that the doing 
of ſpiritual good, in turning ſinners from ſin to holineſs, 
and ſaving ſouls from eternal death, is of the greateſt 
importance, and therefore their hearts are moſt ſet upon 
this. But they do not, under pretence of this, neglect 
doing temporal good, but are among the firſt to promote, 


and aſſiſt in, all charitable Inſtitutions for the good of Man- 


kind, as Subſcriptions and Collections for Infirmaries, 

. Diſpenſaries, Sunday- Schools, and other Schools, and Eſtab- 

liſhments of a ſimilar nature. Where Collections have 

been made, in all the places of worſhip, in a Town, for 
Es Infirmaries, thoſe. at our Chapels have not fallen ſhort of, 

but have often exceeded thoſe made in other panes of 


5 worſhip, and even in the Churches, 


"i 1 a . years 220, the coltedtion at our Chapels 
for the Infirmary, amounted to / 102, and for the Sunday 
Schools, to {114. But of late the Collections at our Chapels in 

ſome places have been much larger, eſpecially where we have 
Schools of this kind entirely under our own management, 

as in Stockpert, where the Collection laſt November, amount- 
| „ 55 
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ed to { 170. At this laſt mentioned place, between 150 and 


2000 Children, are conſtantly taught to read and write, and 
inſtructed in the eſſential doctrines and duties of Chriſtianity, 
and that with the greateſt order and regularity. Many, who 

have received in this ſchool, all the inſtruction which they ever 
had, have long given evident proofs, that they fear and 
love God, and have become excellent Servants, and Ap- 5 

| prentices, and in every reſpect uſeful members of ſociety. 7 

1 may ſay nearly the ſame concerning the Sunday-School, 


that, for many years, has been kept in our Chapel at Bol- 


ton-le-Moors, where 11 or 1200 Children have long been 
carefully and diligently taught, and where alſo much good 
has manifeſtly been done, that is, if good be done when 
ignorance and vice are baniſhed, and godlineſs and righte- 
ouſneſs, with all their train of graces and virtues, are pro- 
duced. 1 only mention theſe as particular inſtances, among 
others, altho' perhaps not quite ſo remarkable, which might 5 
be ſpecified, Our people encourage theſe Schools in all 
parts of the Kingdom, among themſelves or in union with 
| their neighbours, and are as ready to give their labour, as 
| their money, many hundreds of them not only viſiting and 
5 ſuperintending the Schools, or taking care that the Children 
are properly inſtructed, but regularly taking on themſelves 


the office of teachers, and that without fee c or reward. 


Nor are . the t cood works of a public nature, 


in which the Methodiſts are employed. In almoſt all 
the large Towns in the Kingdom, where we have conſi- | 
dlerable Societies, as in Londen, Br iftol, Birmingham, Man- 


cheſter, Liverpool. Sheffield, Leeds, York, Hull, we have 


what we call, Benevolent or Strangers“ - Friend Societies, eſtab- 
liſhed for the relief of the poor of all denominations. In 
ſome of theſe, as in that at Mancheſter, the relief afforded, 
is confined wholly to thoſe that are not members of the 
Methodiſt Society, the poor members of our own Society 
being relieved from another fund. Now, my dear Sir, 
| 28 


P ·— A Ie ED eZ. 


ARS e 
2 1 3 * of * n 
FFC 2 a SE oy Se 25 4 
Pf 33 Ik r. Te 6 3 4 3 * 
eee ee ee e 


— Py ha” lH fl is 


r 


ho S 
—— 


— > mer —— 77... Ras F12d, Ae IE” nes r I n 


1 


a3 you yourſelf are of the Committee of the Strangers 
Friend Society in Hull, and generally attend the weekly 


meeting of the Viſitors of the ſick and poor, who are in- 
truſted with the care of finding out, and relieving, at their 


oven houſes, the deſtitute and friendleſs, you are witneſs 

of the good that is done, by that inſtitution, in this town. 
I think the Treaſurer ſays, £320 was given by this Society To 
in the laſt year. But, in ſome Towns, this Charity has been : 
carried to a much greater extent. In the two years which 1 
ſpent at Mancheſter, (1792 and 1793,) the ſum given away 
each year, was about £500, Since then, I ſuppoſe, it has 
been more. How much is given to the ſick and poor annually 

in other places, where we have ſimilar Societies, I am not 


certain; but am perſuaded that the ſum is very conſiderable. 


And you know, dear Sir, what care is taken in the diſtribu- 
tion of this Money. The utmoſt caution is uſed, that thoſe 

only be relieved, who are in real want, and incapable at the 
; time, of obtaining. a neceſſary ſupply from other raced 


, Judge then, my dear Sir, Sn wick there is in the Re- 


« port” of theſe Clergymen, when they ſtate, that among 
da great many of them,” the Methodiſts, © there is an in- 


* diſcreet and unqualified propagation of Antinomian and 


- Predeftinarian doctrines.” Perhaps, indeed, they do not here 
: ſpeak of us, but of ſome Predeſtinarians, in their neighbour- 


hood. If they ſpeak of us, they give ſtill farther proof, that 


they neither know us nor our doctrines. The whole con- 
duct of our people, and the conſtant matter of our preach- 

ing, give perfect evidence, that we abhor all ſuch deſtructive 

errors and deluſions. We ſpeak and write againſt them con- 


tinually. And here, I cannot but expreſs my regret, that 


their “ Report” is not advertifed to be ſold at Herncgſtle. 
Louth, nor in any part of Lincolnſhire, and that it has not 
| been generally circulated in their own pariſhes. Surely the 
moſt likely way to remedy the evils which they complain of, 

would have been to ſpread this their public reprehenſion of 


GE them, 


"(26 ) 


them, in the places where they exiſted, eſpecially as it ſeems 
their meeting was held “ with the permiſſion and approba- 


« tion of the Lord Biſhop of the Dioceſe,” Of what uſe 
to their pariſhioners is the circulation of the Report,“ 

merely in London? I am unwilling to believe that theſe 
Clergymen are conſcious of being guilty of any miſrepreſen- 


tation in their Report.“ But I confeſs that the precaution 
which they ſeem to have uſed in this inſtance, carries the ap- 


pearance of ſome fear of being confronted by facts, if their 
publication ſhould fall inco the hands of their neighbours. 


Doubtleſs you have obſerved in their Pamphlet ſome in- 


ſinuations that we are wanting in loyalty to the King, and 


in attachment to the excellent Conſtitution under which we 


live. They ſay, (p. 11.) that © Itinerant preachers, totally 


* unknown to them,” (the Methodiſts) “ abuſe the protec- 


tion of their Meetings for purpoſes highly injurious to 
| « Church and State,” It is true, they may have no re- 
ference to our Societies or preachers in this part of their 


pamphlet. But if they have, they give another proof of 
their ignorance of us and of our principles. As the Reverend 


John Wetley, through whoſe zeal and labours chiefly, the ; 


| Methodiſt Societies were firſt raifed, and by whom they were 


ſuperintended for above halt a Century, was noted for his 
love to the Church and King, and his attachment to the 
Government eſtabliſhed in this Country; ſo the people, who 


ſo long attended his Miniſtry, in general, imbibed the ſame 
ſpirit, and do now love the Church, and as truly honour the 


King as they fear God, The MinuTEs of our Conferences, 


Ii. e. of the annual aſſemblies of our Preachers, are the pubs 
lic Acts of our Body, and the beſt evidence of our views 


and intentions in theſe matters. In ſeveral of theſe we 
| have explicitly declared our high eſteem for his Majeſty, and 
attachment to his Government. In the Conference held 
in London, in the year 1 792 it was e « What 
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« directions ſhall be given concerning our conduct to the 
« Civil Government?“ Anſwer. 1ſt, None of us ſhall, 


either in writing or converſation, ſpeak lightly or jrreverent- 


ly of the Government under which we live. 2dly, We 


bare to obſerve, that the oracles of God command us to 
a be ſubje& to the higher powers, and that honour to the 
2 King is connected with the fear of God.” 


In the Mi nutes of the next e Sor held at Leeds, 


in the year 1793, is the following par agraph, in an Addreſs 
publiſhed Auguſt the 6th, from the Body of Preachers to the 
Members of the Methodiſt Societies, throughout England. 


We intreat our Societies at large, to continue, as uſual, 
in connection with the Church of England, and we ſhall 


„with great cheerfulneſs and contentment, labour among 


« them according to that ſimple, original plan of Metho- 
« diſm, eſtabliſhed and left to us by our venerable Friend, 
the late Rev. Mr. Weſley.“ We feel the moſt unfeigned 
loyalty to the King, and a ſincere attachment to the Con- 
« ſtitution. We reverence the Government; ; are conſcious 


of the many blefſinzs we enjoy under our gracious Sove- 


„ reign, and are thankful to God for them ; and do earneſtly 


and ſincerely recommend the ſame principles and ſpirit 
$5.20 you: 


Ina ſecond Addreſs publiſhed 1 in the ſame year, it is « ful 


We are determined, as a body, to remain in connection 


* with the Church of England, and again adviſe you to be 
« ſatisfied with the ſimple original plan of Methodiſm, which 


N has been ſo wonderfully bleſſed of the Lord. You have 


* known us long, and loved and eſteemed us long, and, we 


believe, will receive our ſolemn declaration, as proceed- 


ing from upright hearts. And we do aſſure you, that we 
have no deſign or deſire of making our Societies ſeparate 


« Churches.—It has been intimated, that ſome of our 


«6 Body are qcfedive in loyalty, Shew 1 us the Men, and 
C 6 
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the proofs of their Guilt, and we will inſtantly cut them 
off from our connection, as unworthy of any office in 
„the Church of God, and as enemies to their King and 
„Country. We hold our SoVEREIONV KING GEORGE, in 
4 high eſtimation. We love our Cntr y and its Conſtitution, 
and as far as Chriſtian Miniſters can go, conſiſtently with 


their functions and the oracles of God, will ſupport our 


15 King and Counts Ys with all we are and have.” 


In the Minutes of the next Confirines: held at Bri/tcl, in 
1794, it is enquired, (p. 28.) * Is it neceſſary to make any 
© obſervations on the preſent important criſis of public 
« affairs?” Anſwer, We moſt affeQtionately intreat all our 


** Brethren, in the name of God, ts honour the King. Let 
*© us daily pray for our Rulers, and ſubmit ourſelves to every 
0 ordinance of ys" for the Lony' $ fake.” p85 


Although Frag being tedious, I il quote a paſſage or 
two from the Minutes of our three laſt annual Conferences. | 


In an addreſs from the Britiſh Conference, held at Leeds, 


in Auguſt 1797, to the Methodiſt Conference, in Ireland, 


is the following paragraph. We are happy to hear thar 


our people have evidenced ſuch loyalty to the King, and 


„attachment to the Laws and Government of theſe King- 


„ doms. And we make no doubt but, with us, you are 


determined henceforth to walk by the fame rule, and to 
«6 mind the fame ns of 8 


Aon in an Addreſs from the Methodiſt Conference in 
Ireland, held in July 1798, to the Britiſh Conference, held 


the ſame year in Briſtol, it is obſerved ; © We cannot be 
« ſufficientlsthankful to God for the mild Government un- 
« der which we live; a Government which ſhews us every 
+ poſſible indulgence, ſo that with regard to the uſe of the 
means of grace, peculiar to our connection, we ſeem to be 
* in land of peach and Tranquility. We enjoy all the 
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V 
© and prudential ordinances, while in various parts, (of 
Ireland,) houſes of all denominations, have been deſerted. 


«© Our Conference was not only held without moleſtation, 


but by the permiſſion of His ExcELLENCY THE Lord 


„ LigvuTENANT.” Such was the language of the Metho- 

diſt Preachers in Ireland in the height of the late dif- 
turbances in that country, and the Methodiſt Preachers 
in England anſwered in the ſame year, We join iſſue 
«© with you in bleſſing Gop for the mild Government under 


* which we live. This calls forth our gratitude to Gop 


and our RuLERs, and fills us with a determined ardour, 


„to do all in our power to ſuppreſs whatever tends to 
moleſt the quiet of the beſt of Kings, or derange, in 


any degree, the happieſt of all civil Conſtitutions! We 
never forget that, to lead quiet and peaceable lives in all 
« godlineſs and honefly, we muſt pray for KIx Gs and al! in 


Authority. To this our Governors are no ſtrangers, and 
therefore allow us ſuch indulgences, as no body of peo- 
60 


ple, like us, ever ehe ed before, in ſuch times of Peril. 25 


"Is an Addreſs 8 the Iriſh to hs Britiſh Conference, 


the laſt year, (1799,) it is obſerved, We have freſh 


ground every day to believe, that Providence preſides 
over the councils of our RULERS ;——RULERsS who, not- 
6 withſianding the clamours of the pretended friends of 
0 Liberty, deal out juſtice with an impartial hand, and 


evidence their deſire for propagating pure and undetiled | 
religion, by their kind attention to all our reaſonable 


« requeſts.” In the Addreſs of the Britiſh Conference in 
anſwer to this, it is faid :—* We are not ſurpriſed at the 
*« kindneſs evidenced to you by your RULERS; and we 


are thankful to Gop, for the great wiſdom manifeſted 
in their conduct. We can truly ſay, we enjoy all the 


religious privileges which reaſonable perſons can defire: 
And we cannot too often impreſs on your minds, as well 
Jas our OWN, the gratitude which is due to our Sove- 


98 reign 


8 

0 reign, and the duty of continuing in that ſpirit of loyalty, 

„ which has been our di/tinguiſhing character, not only from 

© motives,. afforded us by Scripture and Reaſon ; but from 

g the innumerable benefits we enjoy above all 406” other 
© nations s of Europe.” 


In addition to the above teſlimonies of our loyalty; 4 
would obſerve, that ſome years ago, when his MajesrTY, 
was under afſliction, and his reeovery Was extremely doubt- 
ful, a day of humiliation, faſting and prayer, was ob- 
ſerved in all our principal Societies throughout the King- 
dom, with great ſolemnity, and many tears. And two 
| years ago, the Methodiſts were as forward as any others, 
in the ſeveral Cities, and Towns of the Nation, where they 
lived, according to their ability, to aſſiſt the Government 
1 by voluntary Contributions. In Hull alone, you know the 


Sum ſubſcribed, at the Veſtry of the Methodiſt Chapel x was 


no leſs than £949. 


- Tf aſter all this, it be 80 ed. . the Methoditts 
in thoſe parts of Lincolnſhire where theſe Clergymen live, 
are actuated by ſimilar ſentiments, I anſwer, it appears they 
are. Immediately after I had read the“ Report,” I de- 

fred you to write to a reſpectable man in that neighbourhood, 

to aſk whether there was, in truth, any ground for the 
charges made in it. The anſwer which you have received 
agrees with the teſtimony of other perſons of undoubted 
credit whom J have ſeen. After ſaying that he had neither 
ſeen nor heard any thing of the Pamphlet of the Clergy, 
your friend's words are,. —“ If the Methodiſts in our parts ; 
„ are charged with ſedition and exorciſins, I bleſs God I 

„ know it is a falſe accuſation, In all our meetings, 

«7 public and private, as well as in family prayer, as we 

love our KING, ſo we pray for him and all the Royar. 

„ FAMILY, as well as all that are in authority both in 

* Church and State, &c. &e., and I do aſſure you, dear Sir, 

| 5 „„ that 
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« that if. + we knew any amongſt us, that had been really 


« guilty of _ crimes, * would have place no longer 
Ds amoneft 1 us,” 


"Theſe obſervations make it evident to a demonſtration, 


that the Methodiſts in general, (I ſpeak of thoſe ſtill in con- 
nection with us, ) are neither enemies to the Church nor State. 
When, therefore, theſe Clergymen ſtated in their Circular 
Letter, that, It is notorious, that inceſſant pains have 8 
been taken for ſome time paſt, to excite contempt and 
00 hatred againſt a ſtanding Miniſtry,” and mentioned ** thoſe. 
„ who miſlead the people by arrogant and unwarranted pre- 


< tenſions to immediate inſpiration and ſupernatural gifts,“ 


as co-operating with the avowed enemies of Chriſtianity 1 in 
this work, altho' it is evident they alluded to us, it is cer- 
tain that they had no foundation for ſuch alluſion. We 
neither feel nor wiſh to excite either contempt or hatred of a 
| ſtanding miniſtry. But we cannot approve of the conduct 
of perſons, who, profeſſing to be Miniſters of Chriſt, meet 
together at Viſirations, or on other occaſions, to ſettle eccle- 
_ fiaſtical matters, and remedy diſorders, and yet intoxicate 
themſelves with liquor, before they ſeparate; or of perſons 
| who eſtabliſh, or frequent Gaming-Tables, and ſpend ſeveral 
hours in a day in ſuch ſchools of vice and prophaneneſs. IE 
there are any Clergymen in Lincolnſhire, who indulge in 
practices of this kind, and neglect both their own ſalvation, 
and that of their Pariſhioners, and have driven away the 
people from their Churches, ſo that their congregations 
do not exceed forty perſons, and often only conſiſt of 
ten or twenty, they are not the men who ought to complain 
of the increaſe of Methodiſm, and of the deſertion of the 
Churches. If the Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, gave his full 
and decided approbation,” as the Report ſtates, of 
their meeting, perſuaded I am, that neither his Lordſhip, 
nor any other Biſhop of the Bench, will approve of ſuch 
conduct, as hath. been mentioned, in any of the Clergy. 
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or the ſouls committed to their charge, 
in their © Addreſs,” they conceive themſelves called to do, 
« againſt the machinations of their adverſaries,” whoſe 
« ſtrength, number, and actual progreſs,” they fu ſt “ Oy; 
ed it neceſſary to know with ſome degree of Accuracy,” 
Doubtleſs they wiſhed to obtain this knowledge, in order 
that they might arm themſelves properly for the combat, 
and call in ſuch auxiliaries as might be judged requiſite, 
But after all, it appears moſt evident to me that, the beſt 
armour they can put on, and the beſt preparation they can 
make, either for attack or defence, will be that reformation 
of their own docirine and practice, which they ſay, they 
are reſolved immediately to effect. This, I preſume, will 
have much greater influence in bringing back to their 
| churches thoſe who have deſerted them, than all the forty-one 
> enquiries which they make in their * Addreſs,” „ the ſpecific 
Anſwers,“ they may have received to them, or even an 
equal number of EXPLANATIONS or AMENDMENTS of the 
Tol ERATTON AcT. When it is evident to their Pariſhioners 
that this reformation has actually taken place, I ſhall not 
Vonder if as many people be found at divine ſervice in ſome 
of their Churches, as regularly attend the Methodiſt is - 
pel at Langham-Reow, which, I am cold, is nearly in the 


C33 
No one can reaſonably blame theſe Clergymen for « de- 
fending their characters, their profeſſion, their doctrines, 


» 


which they tell us, 


Centre of eight of them. 


But of what nature are thoſe explanations and amendments 
of the ToLERATION AcT, which theſe Clergymen with 


to have made? I anſwer in their own words, ſuch as— 


without infringing, in any degree, upon any of the privi- 
e leges, immunities, and exemptions, which the Diſſenters 
from the Church now enjoy, ſhall ſecure the Church from 
e fraudulent intrufion or encroachment : Either by defin- 
ing the number of adult perſons, that ſhall be neceſſary to 
6 eſtabliſh a mecting-houſe, or by ſuch other means, as tlie 
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FOO « Legiſlature | in its wiſdom ſhall judge expedient.” ” Now 
1 aſk, is there not an inconſiſtency here? As the Laws now 
_ ſtand, may not five or fix adult perſons, profeſſing themſelves . 
to be Proteſtant Diſſenters, have the privilege of keeping a 
meeting, without fear of moleſtation? But if the act be ſo 


amendel, that a greater number, ſuppoſe fifty, or one hun- 
red, ſhall be defined to be neceſſary to eſtabliſh a meet- 
*« ing-houſe;” will not a very important privilege, which 


they now. enjoy; be taken from the Froteſtant Dillenters ? 


But they propoſe, that—*# A grant,” —ſhould be made— | 


4 to all ſuch members of the Church of England, as ſhall | 
« defire it, of an opportunity of holding meetings for the 
268 purpoſe of devotion, in addition to the Church-ſervice, 
provided that ſuch meetings be ſo regulated, as to be con- 
_« fiſtent with the unity, peace, and harmony of the Church.” 5 
This is well propoſed. You know, the privilege of holding 
meetings, for the purpoſe of devotion, in addition to the 
Church Service, is what we have enjoyed theſe fifty or ſixty | 
years, either under the protection of the Toleration Act, or 
_ thro? the connivance and lenity of the Government, under 
which we have the happineſs to live. But it certainly would 


be much better, if we could enjoy this privilege, on a 


different ground, I mean under the ſanction of the Legiſla- 
ture, and yet without being obliged to take ſanctuary under 

the Toleration Act. For, as theſe Gentlemen have intimat- 
ed, * altho' we really do not diſſent from the Church, but 

wiſh to live and die members of it, yet as the law now ſtands, 
We either are, or conceive ourlelves to be,” — reduced to 

de neceſlity of calling ourſelves Proteſtant Difſenters, at 
the time of regiſtering our houſes as places of worſhip, or 
of taking the oaths, and obtaining Licences, as Preachers. 


I perfectly agree with theſe Clergymen, that if the Legiſla- 
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ture mould ſee fit to take fuch a numerous and increafing 


Body of people, under their eſpecial protection, and make 


them any ſuch grant, that ** ſuch meetings ſhould be regu- 
lated ſo as to be . conſiſtent with the unity, * and 
9 een of the Church. 75 


But theſe 8 propoſe further to the Legiſlature, 


As a matter of ſerious deliberation, Iſt, Whether all re- 
e ligious aſſemblies of perſons belonging to any Church, 


sought not to be ſubject to the direction and ſpiritual juriſ- 
4 diction of that Church? Here I confeſs I am at a loſs to 
ſay preciſely, what theſe Gentlemen intend by being ſubject. 
4 to the direction and ſpiritual juriſdiction” of a Church : 
But I ſuppoſe they mean, that all, who profeſs themſelves to 
be members of any Church, ſhould be ſubject to the direc- 
tion and government of thoſe, in ſpiritual matters, who in 
that Church are appointed to watch over them. They 
muſt intend, therefore, I think, in the preſent caſe, that the 
aſſembly or aſſemblies of perſons, who in any pariſh profeſs 
to be members of the Church of England, ſhould be ſubje& 


to the direction and ſpiritual juriſdiction of the Rector, 
Vicar, or Curate of that Pariſh, Now, upon this pro- 


poſition, I ſhall only obſerve, that the point is not what 
theſe Rev. Gentlemen, who are certainly very little acquaint- 
ed with the views and intentions of the Methodiſts, may 
think reaſonable and proper to be done; but what can ſo | 
large a body of people be brought to conſent to in this caſe ? 


l will take upon me to fay, before one of a thouſand of them 
vill become ſubject to the direction and ſpiritual juriſdiction, 


which theſe Gentlemen ſpeak of, they muſt be perſuaded. 
that, that direction and juriſdiction is ſpiritual: that is, that 
the perſons appointed to direct them, are truly ſpiritual per- | 
Jne,-—qevlons, who, to uſe our Lord's expreſſion, . are born of 


* 


* Page 21. | 
_ the 


(35) 


A 


the Spirit, and therefore, are not, what set. Paul calls, carnally 


minded, which, he ſays, is Death; but ſpiritually minded, 


which is Life and Peace, For it is not to be ſuppoſed, 
that they will voluntarily give themſeves up, to the direction 


of perſons, of whoſe ability or inclinatian to direct them, 
they ſtand in doubt, and who, they may have reaſon to fear, 


__ would direct them wrong, would lead them in the way « of L: 
error and f n, inſtead of the way of truth and bra. 5 


"But theſe Clergymen enquire, ally.” Fats Whether any 
5 lay members of the Church of England ought to be al- 


: 15M lowed the privilege of preaching, or publickly exhorting, 


7 «or expounding, which that Church has not thought fit to 
grant to its ordained miniſters, unleſs there- unto licenſed 


«© by the Biſhop ? ” Upon this I would obſerve, that I fear 


the report in circulation, That theſe Clergymen wiſh to pre- 
vail on the Government, to compel the Methodiſts to ſepa- 

rate from the Church, is not without foundation. For 
certainly, if the Legiſlature ſhould follow their ſuggeſtion | in 


this point, that would be the conſequence. 


Do they imagine that thoſe, who e been employed in 


preaching and expounding the word of God, twenty, or 
even forty years amongſt the Methodiſts, and whoſe labours 
have been bleſſed, to the turning, perhaps, of many hun- 
dreds of perſons from the evil of their ways, can now be 
prevailed on to relinquiſh their work in favour of thoſe, who | 


they perfectly know, neither can nor will do it, and to aban- 


don the ſouls, whom they have been the nfiromenty of 


gathering, and for whom the chief Shepherd died, to the 


| ſuperintendency of thoſe, who have given no proof that they 
wall watch over them, as theſe that muſt give an account? 


Should they do this, what plea could they make before him, 
who hath commanded them, by his Apoſtle, to take heed 
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unto themſetues, and to all the flock, over which the Holy GH 


1 hath made them overſeers, to feed the Church * Goa, ue be 
bath purchaſed with. his own bloud, * | 


Theſe Clergy men enquire zah cc Whether i it would not 


08 anſwer every real purpoſe of piety to God, and mutu al | 
4. edification, to permit ſuch perſons as are able, to read, at 


&« fuch meetings, the Scriptures, and any books of devotion, 
approved by the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, or by any ex- 
© aminer appointed by him, in addition, (if thought proper,) 


to all thoſe which are contained in the Catalogue of the 


Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge? ” In anſwer | 


to this I ſhall only obſerve, that when they have ſhewn us 

that preaching the word, as diſtinguiſhed from reading books 
ol devotion, is not a divine ordinance, or if it is, that the 
Sh people called Methodiſts may enjoy the full benefit of heare | 


ing the word of God truly and faithfully preached, 


5 their ſeveral pariſh Churches, then perhaps we "May. cons 
clude on agreeing to their propoſal, 


They have a e „Whether all ſuch meetings | 


„ ſhould not be acceſlible to the Miniſter of the pariſh, in 
- «4 which they are held, and whether he ſhould not be autho- 
*rized to preſide over them whenever he ſhall think proper?” 
I anſwer, that all our meetings are now acceſſible, not only 
to the Miniſter of the pariſh in which they are held, but ta 
any other Miniſter, or even to any private Chriſtian that 


may. chooſe to attend them, But there might be an im- 


piropriety in authorizing every pariſh miniſter to preſide 
over the meetings held in his pariſh, whenever he ſhould 
think proper. Our meetings are generally held in the 


evening of the Lord's-day, and of other days, in order 


rhat they may not interfere with the Church-ſervice on 


3 . Acts Xx. 28, 


| Sundays, 


th) 


= of with the hours of labour on the week-days. 


And if any Pariſh Miniſter ſhould think proper to enter 


one of theſe meetings, with a view to preſide in it, at a time 
when his mind has been diſſipated by pleaſure, or his body 


heated with wine, his conduct as Preſident might, poſſibly, 
neither be to his own credit, nor to the people's edification. 
Tf all pariſh miniſters were truly pious men, we ſhould have 


no en to ew attendance. e 


They enguirs þ hath, whether all perſons who would re- 
1 fuſe ſuch or the like reaſonable injunctions, ſhould not be 
e conſidered as Diſſenters, and openly profeſs themſelves to 
be ſuch.” The anſwer is obvious. If they have no 
better regulations to propoſe, and the Legiſlature ſhould 
think proper to ſanction theſe, the effect is certain. The | 
whole body of Methodiſts, including all thoſe who now re- 
gularly attend divine ſervice in the eſtabliſhed Church, will 
de under the painful neceſſity of openly avowing themſelves 


to be Diſſenters, of introducing the Lord's-Supper in all 


their congregations, and of aſſembling for public worſhip at 

_ thoſe hours on the Lord's-day, which will generally interfere 
with the times of ſervice at the Church ; an event this, at 
Which all thoſe would rejoice, who wiſh the Diſſenting- In- 
tereſt to increaſe, but which, you know, I have long 


thought is moſt ſincerely to be deprecated. How much 
better would it be, for the Legiſlature to adopt ſuch meaſures, 

as in their wiſdom they may think calculated to preſerve ſo 
large a body of pious people, (for ſuch, you and I know the 

; Methodiſts ! in general to be,) in union with that Church to 
which they have heretofore thought it their glory and hap- 
pineſs to belong; not, indeed, becauſe of their approbation 


of the general doctrine and conduct of all the preſent Paſtors 
of it, but becauſe the Articles, and whole ſervice of the 


Church, as 1 55 Law eſtabliſhed, hold forth thoſe bleſſed truths 


which 


E 
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1 
which they know to be the power of God to their Sal 
vation. 


45 Upon the whole, the people called Methodiſts merit pro- 


tection and encouragement, or they do not. If they be in 


general honeſt, induſtrious in their callings, and good ſubjects, 
they merit protection from the Government, under which 


they live; and if they be alſo uſeful Members of Society, 
ready, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, to every good work, and 


zealous in the exerciſe of univerſal benevolence, they even 
merit encouragement. Now it appears, I think, from the 


above remar ks, that they are perſons who fairly 8 theſe 


characters. But there is another matter of the greateſt im- 
portance, which ſhould not be forgotten. Gop has crown-. 
eld their efforts to reform Mankind with moſt aſtoniſhing ſuc- 

| ceſs. Not fewer, I am perſuaded, than a Million of peo- 
ples" in the Britiſh Empire and America, including thoſe. 
that have departed this Life in the faith of Chriſt, during 
the laſt half Century, have been reformed in principle and 
practice, thro? their inſtrumentality, and have given all the. 
evidence of it, that can reaſonably be deſired. Drunkards 
have become ſober the lewd, chaſte ;—the falſe and per- 


fidious, true and juſt in all their dealings; profane perſons, 


who neither regarded the Name nor Day of Gop, have been 
brought to reverence both. Holineſs towards God, and 
_ righteouſneſs towards Mankind, have taken place of irre- 


ligion and immorality, in thouſands and tens of thouſands of 
inſtances. Perſons, who were immerſed in ſelfiſhneſs, and 


were only remarkable for covetouſneſs, ambition, or the 


love of pleaſure, have found their hearts enlarged, humbled, 
and purified, by the love of Gop and of all Mankind ; ſo . 


that they have become eminent for liberality, condeſcenſion, 
and kindneſs, and patterns of temperance and purity to all 


around them, All that bape becu attentive to the ſtate of | 
religion 


TW 3 
religion and morality in the Empire, and have made accurate 
obſervations on the manners of the people, wil conficm 

this teſtimony. 


You know, my Jour Sir, and have witneſſed the aftoniſh- 
ing change, that has taken place, particularly in the manu- 
facturing parts of this Country. Let any intelligent and 
unprejudiced perſon, viſit the Meſt of Yorkſhire, the Eaſt 
and South of Lancaſhire and Cheſhire, the more populous 
parts of Staffordſhire, the Collieries in the Counties of Dur- 
am, Northumberland, and the neighbourhood of Br i/tal, 
and the Tin-Mines of C:rnwall, and he will ſoon ſee whether 
the Methodiſts have been of any uſe in the nation, * Cer- 
tain, I am, there is no calculating the good which, under 
Gon, they have been inftrumental in doing, becauſe there 
is no calculating the importance of ſpreading thoſe truths, 
which the Sox or Gop came from heaven to announce to 
Men, which he ſealed with his Blood, and confirmed by 
his reſurrection; nor the value of thoſe ſcule, for whoſe re- 
demption he expired on the Croſs, He himſelf has aſſured 
us, that there is joy in heaven over one ſinner that repenteth ; 
how much more then over thouſands, and myriads ! 


1 thank ( op, that to endeavour to bring Genin to __ 
pentance, and to ſave ſouls from eternal death, has been the 


„ What wonderful, viſible, moral effects, ſays Mr, 
Kingſbury, i in his Apology fer Village Preaching, (page 42, Note,) 
*« thro? a divine bleſſing, have been wrought by the Preach- 
ing of the Methodiſts among the Colliers, at Kingswood, near 
. «© Briſtol, and at Newcaſtle, the Tinners in Cornwall, and 
«c many others ; who before were the terror of all around them, 
« are well known by ali that have enquired into theſe matters; 
and have been candidly acknowledged 25 eminent perſons and 

on ſolemn occaſions,” | 


daily 
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daily employment of many of us, who are termed Metho- 


diſt-Preachers, theſe twenty, thirty, or even forty years. It 


is ſtill our employment, and I hope will be as long as we 
are able to crawl from place to place, to ſtand on our feet, or 
addreſs a congregation, We lament indeed, that we are 
not better qualified for the great work in which we are en- 
gaged, a work worthy the abilities of Angels! But ſuch 


as we are, we offer our ſervices to our fellow-creatures 


and fellow-ſubjects, and ſuch as we have, we give unto 
them. We are certain that we impart unto them the true 
Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and wiſh we could do it 
in a more acceptable and engaging manner, with greater 
clearneſs of method, and force of expreſſion, if not alſo 
| elegance of language, But the people underſtand us, and 
indeed better, it is probable, than they would do, if our 
diſcourſes were more laboured, and our ſtile more elevated. 


Nay, and they feel the power of the word which we preach, 


and ſhew that it is effectual to the ſalvation of their ſouls, 


The Lord, as of old, by that preaching, which many ac= 


count fooliſhneſs, is pleaſed to ſave them that believe. He 
hath choſen again the fooliſh things of the world, to con- 
found the wiſe ; the weak things of the world, to confound the 
things that are mighty, and the baſe things of the world, and 
things that are deſpiſed, hath Ged choſen, yea, and things which 
are not, to bring to nought the things that are, that no fleſh © 
ſhould glory in his preſe nce, but that he that glorieth ſhould 
| glor y in the Lord. * While we go forth every where preach- 
ing the word, the Lord is graciouſly pleaſed to work with us, 


and to confirm the word of his Grace : And tho” it be ſtill 


| to ſome a ſtumbling. blick, and to others fooliſhneſs. he renders 


it, as formerly, 7 theſe that believe and are ale the power 
Ng OP, ane the ww of Gop. 


* 1 1 Cor 1. 27. 


TY = 


We are not inſenſible how little account many, both 


of the Clergy and Laity, make of our Jabours : But we do 


not therefore think it right to give them up, or relinquiſh 


cour calling. As we did not undertake this office for honour, 
any more than for emolument, ſo neither are we diſpoſed 


to abandon it on account of reproach, But being reviled, 


we bleſs being defamed, we entreat being perſecuted, we 
fuer it ;—and altho' made as the filth of the world, and the 


off-ſcouring of all things, we preſevere in the bleſſed ſervice 


of him, who hath informed us, that the Diſciple is not 
above his Maſter, nor the ſervant above his Lord. We con- 
tinue both to labour and ſuffer reproach, becauſe we truſt. 
in the L1vING Gor, who is the Saviour of all Men, eſpccially 


of theſe that believe, and we go forward, thro” honour and 


Alſbonour, thro' evil report and good report, as deceivers and 
yet true, as unknown, and yet well known. Hitherto indeed, 
we have comparatively ſuffered nothing, at leaſt of late, 
years, nor ever any thing from authority. When Mobs 
have occaſionally riſen to ill treat and plunder us, as in 
Staffordſhire, in Cornwall, and ſome parts of Ireland, we 
have always found protection under the equitable and mild 
reign of the 1LLUSTRIOUS FAMILY now on the TyRoNE. 
And, conſcious of our loyalty and firm attachment to his 
MaJjesTY's PERSoN and GoyERN MEN T, we can now 
dread no oppreſſion, eſpecially conſidering how long we 


have been tried, and how well we are known in every part 
of the three kingdoms. We know too, that there are truly 


ruin, are the ſame with our own. To theſe, under God, 


and eſpecially to his gracious Maj ESTV, who is eminently 
the Father of his People, we commit our Cauſe, and reſt 
#llured, None will harm us, while we ar? ſellers of that 
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pious perſons in every department of Church and State, yea, 
and in both the Navy and Army, whoſe views, with reſpect 
to the importance of reforming the Nation to prevent its 


* which. 5 is pred, which we dope ever to be. T he Lord liveth,. 
and bleſſed be our Rock ; 1 and let the Gop of our Sarva- 
5 TION be exalted. _ 


| Begging your pardon for intruding ſo much on your 
precious time, which is daily employed for important pur- 
_ poſes, I offer theſe Remarks to your conſideration; and 
leaving you at perfect liberty, to make what uſe of them, 


you think proper, 1 haſten to ſubſcribe mykelt, 
With woc Reſpect, 
And ſincere Love, 
| | * our becken | Servant in CHRIST ; 
WE -- 
| LEES ao Y, | JOSEPH BENSON. 
= - Hptz; April, 1050 10 FL 58 
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